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- Based in Hong Kong  regional hub 
- Provide support to all gifted students aged 10 – 18 in 

Hong Kong
- Provide support to their parents, teachers and other 

educational practitioners.  
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GE Policy and GE Support Framework in HK

Source: EDB 



Gift   or  Burden ?

Giftedness is …



Giftedness can be a barrier to 
positive social interaction 
(Coleman & Cross, 2005)

Cause: 
Personality 
characteristics
e.g. 
• perfectionism, 
• over-excitability, 
• over-sensitivity, 
• nonconformity,
• strong sense of justice

Effects:
Challenges /
frustrations 
• poor social skills, 
• inability to negotiate

in conflict, 
• bullying, 
• difficulties in finding 

likeminded peers and 
developing social and 
romantic relationship.
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Affective education is conceived as "the educational process involving the
emotional aspects of student learning, embedded with humanistic values or
'psychological conditions' such as respect, trust, unconditional regards for
student affective and cognitive development" (Patterson, 1977, p. 324).

Mostly, these explore the concepts and issues concerning building students' 
inner potential, inter-personal relationship and social skills. The emphasis is 
on promoting positive self-concepts (Lang, Best, & Lichtenberg, 1994).  

Studies found that there are several components of affective education for 
gifted students.  Empathy is the key to understand how people feel and how 
they think about the world (Goleman & Senge, 2014). 

What is Affective Education?
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Jean S. Peterson

Joseph Renzulli
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The problems can be resolved only by 
properly addressing the affective needs of 
gifted children (Peterson, 2015). 

Affective components should be infused in 
the nurturing programmes in order to 
develop gifted students’ social ability and 
sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings 
(Renzulli & D’Souza, 2013).



Research Objectives and Background 
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Evaluate the Affective Education Strategy in “1+1” Group: 
- Its effectiveness

 To explore how parental expectations affect affective development of gifted 
students;

 To enhance parent-child relationship by appreciating and accepting their 
children’s uniqueness;

 To promote affective development of gifted students by using Creative Problem 
Solving (CPS) skills.

- Its implications that the experiment and 
research findings bring to gifted 
education practices especially in 
affective education. 



Differentiated instruction (DI) encourages teachers to
vary the learning environment, instruction, assessment
and evaluation tool to meet the unique learning needs
of students (Bender, 2012). A tailor-made intervention
programme for gifted students should be differentiated.
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Programme Design:
Differentiated Instruction (DI)

- student-centered approach
- opportunities to explore, discuss, communicate, 

collaborate and reflect together with their peers as 
well as their parents/guardian.

- learn to have self awareness, develop problem 
solving ability as well as gain insights and enhance 
skills in handling interpersonal relationship.



Concepts, 
Issues, Themes 

Dimension 

Process-
Product 

Dimension

Advanced 
Content 

Dimension

Programme Design:
Integrated Curriculum Model (ICM) 
for Gifted Learners 

Precocity  
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Van Tassel-Baska, 1987



Programme Design:
Creative Problem Solving (CPS)

Constructing Opportunities

Exploring Data

Identifying Problems

Generating Ideas

Developing Solutions

Building Acceptance



CPS well matches the Integrated Curriculum Model as a pedagogical practice
 high degree of flexibility and openness
 with the help of different cognitive skills and tools
 recognition of different personal characteristics and styles
 take ownership and responsibility for themselves and their actions
 a good opportunity for introspection

CPS enhances students’ ability and confidence in problem-solving in 
affective domain, e.g. challenges related to psycho-social issues. 
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Programme Design:
Creative Problem Solving (CPS)



Parents’ involvement in the programmme
 various experiential activities
 observe their children’s learning styles, personal characteristics and how 

their children interact with one another
 post-activity parent consultation of each session
 share practical skills in nurturing gifted children
 appreciate children’s ability and strengths

Peer learning environment
 Sharing platform
 Discovery and expression
 Interpersonal relationship development

Programme Design:
Parent-Child Interaction and Peer Learning Elements



Study Sample

Experimental  Group

Control Group

• Compare or relate
• Interpretation 
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Idea of “1+1” Group

continuous learning

“1” is 
primary 
student 
member

“1” is 
his/her 
parent

P4 – P6 students, aged 10 – 12 
HKAGE student members, nominated by schools or parents
Some of them are 2E students*
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* 2E =  twice-exceptional is used to describe kids who 
are gifted and have special educational needs (adhd, 
asd, dyslexia, etc.) 



Objectives of “1+1” Group

facilitate children’s personal, 
interpersonal and emotional 
development

develop interests and strengths
of children

enhance parents’ knowledge 
and skills in nurturing gifted 
children

build up a support network 
among families and 
strengthen their positive 
energy

learn to appreciate and accept 
gifted peers through interaction 
with them

Children Parents 

being given the opportunity of
performance / project showcase
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Overview of "1+1" Group Content
Session Focus

Briefing Session Programme Introduction and Research 
Briefing 

1st Parent-Child Relationship Exploration I :  
understanding parental expectations

2nd Parent-Child Relationship Exploration II :
Personal Values Exploration 

3rd Creative Problem Solving  (CPS) I

4th Creative Problem Solving  (CPS) II

5th Creative Problem Solving  (CPS) III

6th “1+1” Group Project / Product
Dissemination
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• 15-hour-course
(2.5 hours, 6 
sessions in total, 
briefing session 
excluded)

• 30 mins parent 
consultation at 
the end of the 
session

• Participants 
attend the 
programme once 
every week



P-C Communication Creative Problem-
solving （CPS）

Peer Collaboration 

Learning Outcome 
Dissemination

Features of “1+1” Group

Copyright©2018. HKAGE



Procedure

A briefing session

• Fully inform parents about the programme and the study
• Participation in the research is voluntary
• the research and findings are for educational purpose
• Consent forms
• Anonymity
• Confidentiality

Copyright©2018. HKAGE



Research Methods

Qualitative
Data 

collection 
& Analysis

Quantitative 
Data 

collection 
& Analysis

Compare &
Relate 

Interpretation 
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• Learning journal
• Field observation (class and 

behavioral observation)
• Pre-post survey (to parents 

and students)
• Parent and student work 
• Programme Feedback Form 

Assessment Measures 
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Affective Education Strategies & 
Psychological Tools
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I-Statements
understand in what ways the self-concept has been built

(Bond & Cheung, 1983) 
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Our Stories
facilitate bonding and build up a support network among the families
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Value Cards & Auction Game
Understand the values of each other through auction

Mastering creativity / 
being creative

Being influential to 
others

Continuous self 
exploring / knowing 
oneself

I know my child has certain 
values which are a bit 
different from what I’ve 
expected. 
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I know more about my 
child’s values and his views 
through this game.



Card Tower
understand the importance of “letting go” and “being tolerant”
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Learning Journal
qualitative feedback that aims at collecting learning experiences and feelings 

from the parents and children 

I learn to use other 
perspectives to view my 
child’s problems, which may 
result in better handlings.

Collaboration and trust are 
important in gaming. 

I learn S.M.A.R.T goal, 
thinking skills, collaboration 
with others. 
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Projective Drawing (robot-design) 
help participants to reveal their inner thoughts/ideas 
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“1+1” Group Project Dissemination
apply CPS learnt in class on the idea / creative work 
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https://www.hkage.org.hk/en/parents/PEPReview


In the “1+1” Group Creative Project Dissemination, which was the first
collaboration between the HKAGE and a local primary school, students identified
challenges, generate diverse ideas and implement innovative solutions and produced
inspirational work using Creative Problem Solving skills. There were altogether seven
pieces of outstanding work.

Projects

“Automatic Production Machine”
“How do we slow down global warming?”
“Thin-film Solar Cell”
“Automatic Cooking Robot”
“Pollution (air and waste)”
“Intelligent Cashbox”
“Huge Air Freshener”
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- Cover sheet
- Programme summary
- Products
- Parent-child learning journals
- Overall experiences reflection
- Instructors’ observation and comment 

Portfolio
document their learning journey and growth in the group
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I am very happy. 
I’ve learnt Creative Problem 
Solving, I am very happy. 

I feel that I got closer with my 
parents after the “1+1” 
Group.  

I particularly enjoyed the 
“auction game” activity 
because it was my first time to 
play such game.    



I am very pleased to see their performance, I really think that they 
are getting bigger.  
I am very surprised to see my son’s performance today, he is really 
confident and outstanding.    
I can have more communication with my child so that I know 
about his strength and weaknesses.  

I am happy to see my child has had improvement, she is 
expressive on stage.  



Thematic analysis & Case Studies

Theme 1 : Parental expectations on gifted students
 Realistic parental expectation
 Case study #1 : unhealthy perfectionism 
Theme 2: Parent-child relationship
 Supportive family relationships and authoritative parenting style
 Case study #4 : encourage children’s creativity
 Case study #5 : the intensity of emotions
Theme 3: Affective development of gifted students through 
Creative Problem Solving (CPS) skills
 positive attitudes about problem solving
 Creativity is the measure of our resilience
 High order thinking through project dissemination
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Research Results 

1. Parental expectations affect the affective development of gifted
students. The programme raises parents’ awareness of setting realistic
expectations on their children.

2. Parent-child relationship is enhanced when parents appreciate and
accept their children’s uniqueness. In the programme, parents and
children learn positive communication techniques to express
themselves and understand that attitudes and values play an
important role in interpersonal relationship.

3. Creative Problem Solving (CPS) skills helps promote the affective
development of gifted students. It offers a systematic thinking
framework for gifted students to apply the CPS model in day-to-day
messy situations and affective issues and handle them with creativity.
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To date, this study is the first research in Hong Kong (in Tier-3 Off-site support) to
adopt qualitative case studies to examine the affective education strategy to gifted
students and evaluate the effectiveness of an intervention programme through a
parent-child group. The findings bring remarkable educational implications for
education practitioners in schools (i.e. Tier 1 & 2). Results suggest that education
practitioners may consider balancing the growth of gifted students. They should not
only focus on academic performance, but also students’ affective development.

The findings of this study provide an exemplary practice and insights for
schools in promoting affective development of gifted students. This intervention
programme is not a remedial kind of programme that aims to fix a problem; instead
it takes a proactive, preventive and developmental approach to foster positive
parent-child relationship through working on three important areas - parental
expectation adjustment, positive parent-child communication, and incorporating CPS
to promote affective development of gifted students.

Educational Implications 
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Conclusion & Suggestions

The research takes a proactive, preventive and developmental 
approach to foster positive parent-child relationship through 
working on three important areas, namely (1) parental 
expectation adjustment, (2) positive parent-child 
communication, and (3) incorporation of CPS to promote the 
affective development of gifted students. 
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Conclusion & Suggestion

It provides an exemplary 
practice and insights for 
schools (Tier 2) in 
promoting the affective 
development of gifted 
students. 
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Thank You
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